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An Entrepreneur’s Perspective



Finding Software Patents
Problem No. 1



Does IBM own software patents?
Official Style

















Let’s try that again.



Does IBM own software patents?
About $300 in Fees per Month (e.g. Westlaw) Style











Third time’s a charm?



Does IBM own software patents?
PlainSite Style







Speaking of IBM...



It’s also officially known as...

IBM CORP

IBM CORPORATION 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERY LAW

IBM INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
LAW DEPT

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
MACHINES CORP

TRADEMARKS AND LICENSING 
IBM CORP

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
MACHINES CORPORAT

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
MACHINES CORPORATION

ONE IBM PLAZA SUITE 4600

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
MACHINES

IBM PATENT OPERATONS

IBM CORP DEPT 9170202

IBM CORPORATION PAT OPER

IBM CORP DEPT R54058

IBM CORP PATENT OPERATION

IBM CORP PAT OPERS DEPT 932

IBM PATENT OPERS D901

IBM CORP PATENT OPER

IBM CORP DEPT 932

IBM INC

IBM CORPORATION MSP886

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
NACHINES CORPORATION

IIBM CORPORATION

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
MACVHINES CORPORATION

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
MACHINES CORPATION

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
MASHINES CORPORATION

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
MACHINES CORPPORATION

IBM CORPORATION 90A

IBM CORP 951

0021 IBM CORP

123 IBM CORPORATION

IBM CORPORATION 972

IBM CORPORATION 18A

IBM PATENT OPERATIONS 985

IBM PATENT OPERATIONS 90A

...and 1,150 other variations...



There 1,185 ways to spell IBM.



100,000+ typos in USPTO data.



Obsolete IT = Inefficiency





Finding patent data is too hard.



Patent Trolls
Problem No. 2



Patent trolls love software patents. 









The Intellectual Ventures Example







http://www.plainsite.org

http://www.plainsite.org
http://www.plainsite.org
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