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About Aaron
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Child Prodigy
Extremely Shy
Hyperliterate

Stanford Dropout
Computer Programmer

Creative Commons Technical Lead
RSS Standard Contributor

Frequent Writer
Entrepreneur

Early Y Combinator Participant
Reddit Co-Founder

Internet Archive Contributor
Frequent Wikipedia Contributor

Open Information Activist
SOPA/PIPA Protest Leader
Demand Progress Founder

United States Department of Justice Target
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January 11, 2013
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Why?
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Depression
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Legal Fees
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$60,000
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$1,500,000
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Internet 
Culture
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September 16, 2012
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“there is something seriously wrong about 
[Aaron asking for donations].”
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“Aaron should man up, take responsibility for 
his actions, and pay his own bills.”
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“I don’t think Aaron made more than six 
figures from Reddit.”
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“This was not a victimless crime.”
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Prosecutorial
Overreach
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“...this office’s conduct was appropriate in bringing and 
handling this case.  The career prosecutors handling this matter 
took on the difficult task of enforcing a law they had taken an 

oath to uphold, and did so reasonably.  The prosecutors 
recognized that there was no evidence against Mr. Swartz 

indicating that he committed his acts for personal financial gain, 
and they recognized that his conduct – while a violation of the 

law – did not warrant the severe punishments authorized 
by Congress and called for by the Sentencing Guidelines in 

appropriate cases...”

January 16, 2013
Statement of United States Attorney Carmen M. Ortiz

Regarding the Death of Aaron Swartz
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“...That is why in the discussions with his counsel about a 
resolution of the case this office sought an appropriate sentence 
that matched the alleged conduct – a sentence that we would 

recommend to the judge of six months in a low security setting. 
While at the same time, his defense counsel would have been 
free to recommend a sentence of probation.  Ultimately, any 

sentence imposed would have been up to the judge.  At no time 
did this office ever seek – or ever tell Mr. Swartz’s attorneys that 

it intended to seek – maximum penalties under the law.”

January 16, 2013
Statement of United States Attorney Carmen M. Ortiz

Regarding the Death of Aaron Swartz
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“AARON SWARTZ, 24, was charged in an indictment with 
wire fraud, computer fraud, unlawfully obtaining information 
from a protected computer, and recklessly damaging a protected 
computer.  If convicted on these charges, SWARTZ faces up to 
35 years in prison, to be followed by three years of supervised 
release, restitution, forfeiture and a fine of up to $1 million.”

July 19, 2011
“ALLEGED HACKER CHARGED WITH STEALING 

OVER FOUR MILLION DOCUMENTS FROM MIT NETWORK”
United States Attorney’s Office Press Release
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$2,500,000
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JSTOR
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MIT
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18 U.S.C. § 1030
The Computer Fraud and Abuse Act
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18 U.S.C. § 1030
What’s a Crime?
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18 U.S.C. § 1030
Exceeding Authorization
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18 U.S.C. § 1030
Violations of Terms of Service
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18 U.S.C. § 1030
Causing Damage
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18 U.S.C. § 1030
Software Vulnerability Reporting

Monday, January 28, 13



Monday, January 28, 13



GSA
United States General Services Administration
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Power up the contracting process.

GSA Federal Supply Service

eOffer is a web-based application that helps companies electronically prepare and
submit Multiple Award Schedule contract proposals to FSS. eOffer gives you the
option to choose an electronic versus a paper-based offer process.

eSIMPLE
User friendly screens lead you 
through the submittal process

eSECURE
Digital certificates insure 
the integrity of your proprietary data

eSAVE 
Electronic process reduces 
delivery costs and delays

Power up the contracting process with eOffer. For more information, visit
http://eoffer.fss.gsa.gov or send questions via email to eoffer@gsa.gov

eSHARE
Web-based technology facilitates 
your team’s collaboration on 
proposal preparation

eSIGN
Electronic signature creates an 
electronic contract for fast retrieval

Find something better to
do with all that paper.

5-4-00374

Introducing eOffer

Coming 

Summer FY 2004

(Schedule 70 only)
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GSA Federal Supply Service

Power up the contracting process.

eMod is a web-based application that helps Multiple Award Schedule contract holders
to electronically prepare and submit contract modification requests to FSS. eMod gives
you the option to choose an electronic versus a paper-based modification process.

eSAVE
Electronic process reduces 
delivery costs and delays

eSECURE
Digital certificates insure 
the integrity of your proprietary data

eSIMPLE
User friendly screens lead you 
through the submittal process 

Power up the contracting process with eMod. For more information, visit
http://eoffer.fss.gsa.gov or send questions via email to eoffer@gsa.gov

eSHARE
Web-based technology facilitates 
your team’s collaboration on 
proposal preparation

eSIGN
Electronic signature creates an 
electronic contract modification 
for fast retrieval

Find something better to
do with all that paper.

5-4-00374

Introducing eMod

Coming 

Summer FY 2004
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U.S. GeNnrut SrRvrcrs AplttNlstnertoru
Office of Inspector General

March 6,2007

MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES A. WILLIAMS
COMMISSIONER

FROM:

SUBJECT:

ASSISTANT INSPECTOR GENERAL FOR
TNFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AUDITS (JA-T)

fr*lrrU /tuf#".
KENNETH L. CROMPTON
DEPUTY ASSISTANT INSPECTOR GENERAL FOR
ACQUISITION AUDITS (JA-A)

REVIEW OF EOFFER/EMOD. GSA'S ELECTRONIC
CONTRACT PROPOSAL AND MODIFICATION SYSTEM
REPORT NUMBER A060149/Q lTlP07002

The attached subject audit report presents the results of our review of GSA's system for
electronic contract proposal and modification--eOffer/eMod. These two important web-based
applications were launched in mid-2004 and currently allow companies to electronically prepare,
submit, and modiff contract proposals for select Multiple Award Schedules. Our review
identifies areas where improvements are needed to ensure successful operations for the system,
including achievement of FAS goals to create an interactive, secure eleatronic environment that
simplifies the contracting process. We met with your staff on December 2I, 2006 to discuss
issues raised during this review including low system utilization rates and weaknesses with
important managerial, operational, and technical controls, including system security controls.
You have concurred with our findings and recommendations for improving eOffer/eMod, and
have noted improvement actions underway. This report includes a Management Response
section, which summarizes your written comments to the draft report and a copy of the
comments you've provided is included in Appendix B.

In accordance with GSA Order ADM P 2030.2C, a time-phased action plan to specifically
address the report recommendations and the Management Decision Record is required within 60
days of the report date. The time-phased action plan and completed Section B of the
Management Decision Record should be submitted to the Assistant Inspector General for
Auditing (JA), with a copy to the Audit Follow-up and Evaluation Branch (BECA).

It is important that the final actions and all management decisions responding to the report be
completed within 12 months of the audit report issue date. Otherwise, the Office of Inspector
General must identify in its Semiannual Report to Congress the matters on which final actions
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PACER
Public Access to Court Electronic Records
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All Court Types Party Search
Wed May 9 15:06:15 2012

No Records Found

User: ag4236 P
Client:

Search: All Court Types Party Search Name Aaron Greenspan All Courts Page: 1

No records found
Search Tip: To search for an individual party, use the name format: last, first. A comma should be included to separate the last name and the

first name. See the help balloon for more information and example searches.

 Receipt 05/09/2012 15:06:16 27171271
 User ag4236 P

 Client
 Description All Court Types Party Search
 Name Aaron Greenspan All Courts Page: 1

 Pages 1 ($0.10)
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Aaron’s Legacy
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(1)
A Question of 

Ethics
Is it just to obey an unjust law?
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17 U.S.C. § 101
Copyrights & Fair Use
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18 U.S.C. § 1960
The Criminalization of Entrepreneurship
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(a) Whoever knowingly conducts, controls, manages, supervises, 
directs, or owns all or part of an unlicensed money transmitting 
business, shall be fined in accordance with this title or 
imprisoned not more than 5 years, or both.

18 U.S.C. § 1960
Prohibition of unlicensed money transmitting 

businesses
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Mandatory
Sentencing
Guidelines
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(2)
Extralegal 

Protest
Anonymous Hacks The USCC
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Baseline Tolerance
(99% of Population)Autistic Individuals Anarchists

Structure Required for

Daily Function

Structure Preferred

Some Structure

Expected & Tolerated

“Following Orders”

Questioning of Authority

Legal Subversion

Extralegal Subversion

Violence

Pseudo-Scientific Official-Looking Non-Spectrum
Authority Tolerance Chart
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(3)
Possible 

Legislation
Aaron’s Law
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(4)
Openness Via
Technology
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resource.org
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RECAP
PACER
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PlainSite
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PlainSite
Aaron Swartz Memorial Grants
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PlainSite
Operation Asymptote
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(5)
More To Come

Monday, January 28, 13



Questions & 
Discussion
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